40 Year Old Man With Radial Back Pain

Patient / Condition: 40YO man with radial back pain
Physician Findings: MRI shows herniated disc at level L4/L5 and bulging discs at level L2/L3. Intra-operative visual assessment showed significant abnormality at level L4/L5
Treatment: Surgical procedure done on herniated disc at level L4/L5. Post surgically the patient continued to have significant back pain.
FACT:  During the surgery, a fluid wash of the level L2/L3 disc and L4/L5 disc was collected and sent for testing.  Post surgically, FACT and was found to be positive for the level L2/L3 disc but negative for the level L4/L5 disc.  
Conclusion:  Although the herniated disc at level L4/L5 was a large abnormality that seemed to be the source of pain, because it was negative for FACT and patient’s pain persisted after surgery, it was not the source of the patient’s pain.  Instead, FACT correctly identified the bulging disc at level L2/L3 as the source of pain.  
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